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> Programs For 2013

DBF Grants Awarded_Partial List Summary
Dallas Urban Debate Alliance Funds allowed DISD students to attend a summer debate program at UNT.  The Dallas Urban Debate 

Alliance provides debate opportunities for DISD students to participate in the rigors of debate that are 
offered in private schools.  Debate participants are more likely to graduate from high school.  Debate 
programs serve as a pipeline to law school.

Mosaic Family Services 
Multicultural Legal Services

Funds allow for trained contract interpreters to assist in court hearings, document translations, and in-
house attorney meetings for an underserved population. 

"Appealing	
  to	
  the	
  Public"-­‐	
  a	
  program	
  with	
  
DISD	
  students	
  and	
  the	
  Fi<h	
  District	
  Court	
  of	
  Appeals

Allows students from DISD to hear oral arguments of the Fifth District Court of Appeals.  Students are 
briefed by volunteer attorneys before and after the arguments. The Chief Justice reviews the levels of 
courts in the State of Texas. The purpose is to increase students' level of understanding of the legal 
system and the appeals process.

IGNITE	
  	
  of	
  Texas Supports expansion of the civics program for girls to 3 new high schools. Involves students in 
understanding the democratic and legislative process and learning the importance of women 
participating in the political arena.  Students meet female state legislators and local elected officials 
and research public policy issues.  

LEGAL LINE Supports the free legal service program offered two times each month to the general public.  Phone 
lines are staffed by volunteer attorneys to assist callers seeking legal guidance.

DBA Minority Attorney Program Supported a 1 day program designed to meet the needs of solo, small, minority, and female practices.  
Had a record setting attendance of 178 attendees.

Conference on Crimes Against Women Funds provide opportunity for Dallas County District Attorneys to attend the national conference on 
Crimes Against Women held in Dallas.  

DOORS Funds support the re-entry advocacy and re-entry training programs helping reduce 
recidivism among clients served in partnership with 5 Criminal Courts in Dallas.

Human Rights Inititative Funds support legal services for the new DACA cases. These children clients are unique cases 
because they have been crime victims or are immediate relatives of crime victims. 

LAW Jam 4 Raised funds for the Dallas Vounteer Attorney Program which provides pro bono legal services for the 
underserved.

DBA Family Law CLE Program The CLE program on Family Law provides an opportuntiy to recruit new lawyers for the Dallas 
Volunteer Attorney Program

DBA Law Student Professionalism Program An educational program for summer law clerks addressing issues facing new lawyers.  Presentations 
include mentoring, business etiquette, career planning and panel discussions with judges. 

Clerk and Coordinator Education Program Supports a full day education program coordinated by the DBA Judiciary Committee for clerks and 
coordiantors from probate, criminal, family and civil divisions of Dallas County and District Courts. 
Focuses on customer service and process improvement.  



> Class of 2013 DBF Fellows
LIFE PATRON 

FELLOWS
Erle Nye

Chairman Emeritus, TXU
SMU Dedman School of Law

Ann Marie Painter
Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP

University of Tennessee College of 
Law

SUSTAINING LIFE 
FELLOW

S. Jack Balagia, Jr.
Exxon Mobil Corporation

University of Texas School of Law

LIFE FELLOW
Wesley Scott Alost

Jones Carr McGoldrick L.L.P.
Loyola University School of Law

Santo Bisignano
Bisignano & Harrison, L.L.P.

Universtiy of Notre Dame Law School

Robert D. Dransfield
Fulbright & Jaworski L.L.P.

SMU Dedman School of Law

Diana Friedman
Diana S. Friedman, P.C.

SMU Dedman School of Law

Charles R. Gibbs
Akin, Gump, Strauss, Hauer & Feld, 

L.L.P.
SMU Dedman School of Law

Bob Harrison
Bisignano & Harrison, L.L.P.
SMU Dedman School of Law

William H. Hornberger
Jackson Walker L.L.P.

University of Texas School of Law

Michael L. Kaufman
Jackson Walker L.L.P.

University of Texas School of Law

Susan Motley
Disability Rights Texas

University of Texas School of Law

John Edward Roper
Law Office of John Roper, PLLC  

South Texas College of Law 

Pamela St. John
AT&T Services, Inc.

University of Houston Law Center

FELLOWS  
H. Joseph Acosta

Looper, Reed & McGraw, P.C.
University of Houston Law Center

Corey Admire
Fulbright & Jaworski L.L.P.

SMU Dedman School of Law

Alison Ashmore
Dykema Gossett PLLC

Baylor University School of Law

Kristin Bauer
Jackson Lewis LLP

University of Houston Law Center

Bryce Benson
Fulbright & Jaworski L.L.P.

University of Texas School of Law

Paul A. Braden
Fulbright & Jaworski L.L.P.

University of Texas School of Law

Scott Deatherage
Gardere Wynne Sewell LLP

Harvard Law School

John C. Dickey
Dykema Gossett PLLC

St. Mary’s University School of Law

Laura Elkind
Laura Elkind Law PLLC

University of Texas School of Law

Yolanda Cornejo 
Garcia

Weil, Gotshal & Manges LLP
University of Texas School of Law

Daniel P. Garrigan
Law Offices of Daniel P. Garrigan
University of Houston Law Center

Lindsay Germano
Weil, Gotshal & Manges LLP
SMU Dedman School of Law

Jeffrey R. Ghouse
Fulbright & Jaworski L.L.P.

SMU Dedman School of Law

Melinda J. Hartnett
The Hartnett Law Firm

Fordham University School of Law 

Kelly D. Hine
Perkins Coie LLP

SMU Dedman School of Law

Barrett Howell 
K&L Gates LLP

SMU Dedman School of Law

Greg Jackson
K&L Gates LLP

Baylor University School of Law

Brian Jorgensen
Jones Day 

Texas Tech University School of Law 

Hon. Jeff Kaplan
JAMS - The Resolution Experts
SMU Dedman School of Law

Christine E. Larkin
A.H. Belo Corporation

University of Oklahoma School of Law

Veronica Lewis
Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher, LLP

Harvard Law School

Meyling Ly
Littler Mendelson, P.C.

SMU Dedman School of Law 

Margaret I. Lyle
Jones Day

University of Texas School of Law

Kathryne M. Morris
Strasburger & Price, LLP

SMU Dedman School of Law

Victoria Neave
Victoria Neave Law Firm, PC

Thurgood Marshall School of Law 

Bruce Newsome
Haynes and Boone, LLP

University of Texas School of Law

Daniel T. O’Brien
Jones Day

University of Illinois College of Law

David M. Pyke
Pyke & Associates, P.C.

SMU Dedman School of Law

Jason P. Reinsch
Jackson Walker L.L.P.

Washington University School of Law

Adam L. Seidel
Adam L. Seidel, P.C.

SMU Dedman School of Law

Frank Sheeder
DLA Piper LLP (US)

Boston University School of Law

Camisha L. Simmons
Fulbright & Jaworski L.L.P.

Texas Tech University School of Law 

Brett A. Smith
Fee, Smith, Sharp & Vitullo, L.L.P.

South Texas College of Law

Shannon Zmud 
Teicher

Jackson Walker L.L.P.
University of Texas School of Law

Victor D. Vital 
Thurgood Marshall School of Law 

Greenberg Traurig, LLP

Jennifer C. Wang
Dallas City Attorney’s Office
SMU Dedman School of Law

Michael S. Wilson
Curtis Law Group

SMU Dedman School of Law
 

LIFE SENIOR 
FELLOWS

Samuel L. Boyd
Boyd & Associates

Texas Tech University School of Law 

W. Bennett Cullum
Bell Nunnally & Martin LLP

University of Texas School of Law

Charles A. Gall 
Hunton & Williams LLP

University of Oklahoma School of Law

Hon. Ken Molberg 
95th District Court

SMU Dedman School of Law

Ted Steinke
The Law Office of Ted Steinke 

Baylor University School of Law

David Vereeke
Gagnon, Peacock & Vereeke, P.C.

Baylor University School of Law


